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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . It should be noted that the substitute specification has been entered. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Rodger Rast on November 2, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1, line 1, delete "user" and insert — consumer-. 

In claim 1, line 12, delete "user" and insert — consumer--. 

In claim 5, line 9, delete "user" and insert — consumer-. 

In claim 12, line 3, delete "user" and insert — consumer- 

In claim 59, line 2, delete "user" and insert — consumer--. 

In claim 63, line 14, delete "user" and insert — consumer-. 

In claim 66 line 9, delete "user" and insert — consumer-. 

In claim 71, line 9, delete "user" and insert — consumer-. 

In claim 74, line 9, delete "user" and insert — consumer-. 

In claim 79, line 9, delete "user" and insert — consumer-. 

In claim 80, line 1, delete "improvement" and insert — manufactured firelog— . 
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Claim 83 (currently amended) A manufactured firelog having a selectable 
combustion rate, comprising: 

a combustible material formed into a first and second separate complementary 
shape configured for arrangement in a nested combination during burning; 

a flammable wrapper surrounding each complementary shape configured to 
allow nesting of the separately wrapped complementary shapes during burning; 

wherein said separate complementary shapes comprises first and second 
separate firelog portions which can be arranged in a nested combination during burning; 

wherein said first portion is smaller than said second portion; 

wherein the first firelog portion can be burned separately to provide a first level of 
heat output and duration; 

wherein the second firelog portion can be burned separately to provide a second 
level of heat output and duration; 

wherein the first and second firelog portion can be burned in combination a 
nested configuration to provide a third level of heat output and duration; and 

wherein the first and second firelog portion can be burned un-nested to provide a 
fourth level of heat output and duration. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the closest 
prior art of record is cited on the PTO-1449 and PTO-892. The prior art fails to teach 
the claimed manufactured firelog containing a combustion shield comprising a fireproof 
or fire resistant material. The prior art also fails to teach or suggest the claimed 
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manufactured firelog comprising separate complementary shapes configured for 
arrangement in a nested combination during burning. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cephia D. Toomer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 126. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 571-272-11 19. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Cejihia D. Toomer 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1714 



1 00 16852M 10304 



